Standard will change

What about the future of the standard?
Look for the disqualification of animals
with any break in the spine. One small
break is allowed now. Look for cuts on
back leg spots. We insist on clean front
legs now.

Look for more severe cuts on odd
spots off the spine and forward of mid-
way — the torso and on the head. Watch
out for heavy head marks. One con-
nection will soon be a disqualification.

A special note to judges: please don't
“nit pick.” If an animal should be dis-
qualified or eliminated — do it — but do
not look for the easy way out.

Some white in the markings Is natural.
The only marking white is not allowed
in is in the butterfly, The “strip of white
along the lower edge of the upper lip”
must be white. Not just frosty. They

are all fro- -,

Don’t pt | and jerk on the tails. You
can see if it is straight or not. Never
handle the ears at all. Don’t pin them

back. They are big and heavy and wilt
when crumpled.

Don't hold the rabbit. If you want it
still, put it in the holding pen. When it is
out it is supposed to move.

In summary, please remember this:
Condition is important, but is secondary
to all other factors | have mentioned
before.

The American Checkered Giant rabbit is white with either black or blue
markings. The two varieties are judged separately. Forty-four of the 100 judging
points are allotted to markings. These include the butterfly, which has “wings”
circling the nose from lip to lip with the bady of the butterfly to be in proportion
to the wings. The ears are solidly marked from base to tip. The side markings
are the spots on each side and the spine marking is a strip of color running
from the ears along the spine to the tip of the tail. Addmonal markings include
cheek spats and eye circles. This is a “giant” breed. Senior bucks must weigh
over 11 pounds and does must weigh over 12 pounds. The fur is short and

dense, with “fly-back.” Hind quarters are long, well-arched, medium broad
and taper slightly to the front.
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