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ges' For .Checkered Giant Thoughts 

I'm writing this article today at the kitchentable, lookingout at a gray, rainy, cold, and 
drearyday. lust thinkingabout what to write has cheered my heart. Checkered Giants do 
that to me. Recently, at a youth showmanship contest,one ofthe kids asked mewhat the 
highlight of myjudging careerwas. I told her that judging Checkered Giants at the Fort 
Worth Convention was a real highlight for me. Therewere large classes,a great table, 
and super help. Beingable to get my hands on that many beautiful Checkered Giants at 
one time hasnot happened often forme. Living.up here in the Northwest, so far away 
from the hot bed areas ofCheckeredGiants, has limitedmy opportunities in judging. 
What I've lacked in numbers judged I have madeup for with enthusiasm for the breed. 
As I drove homethat night, I thought about her question, and I came to the conclusion 
that fully ninety percent ofmy rabbit highlights -have hadto do with Checkered 
Giants, and ninety percentofmy rabbit disappointments have been to do with non­
Checkered Giant events. 

Someofthe things I rememberfondly are: the special friendships that grew with Keith 
and Carol Edwards, Jeff and Terisa Silbernagel, Lloyd and Bea Gregg, all people1 would 
never even had met if it were not for Checkered'Giants. Danny Long and ConradKraft 
helped us start.with real quality animals. Glen Carr and Dave Freeman treating me like 
an old friendright fromthe day I met them. Thenthere are thecharacters ofthe 
Checkered Giantworld-Chet, Bob Jenkins, J.erry.Ross, George.Berl, GordonHalsey, 
Mike O'Connell, andMarv Kroening. What awonderfulman WiI Wellswas.rand how 
Scott is a chip off the old block. There is also the dedicationto the breed of people like 
Bob Wallace and Fred Biskie. I think of the openness ofDan Bostwickand Bruce 
Johnson. The specialfeelingI have for Caleb ~ J~ and Duane Holman. Judging 
animals was special, and when we had the annual5".~ the Northwest, it was an event I..
remember like it was ~esterday. Winning Best ofB·\' ..• \d Runner up for Best in Show 
at the ARBAConvention was wonderful. I know I have eft people and events out of 
this, but I need to write aboutjudging as that is what Mary Ann asked me to do. By the 
way, aren't she and her sister are doing a great job on the Bulletin? 

Judging CheckeredGiants is like being a student in elementary school. Those ofus who 
love the breed are like thekid hopping up and down in his seat with theanswer. Those 
who do not want anything to do with the breed are like the students who slumpdown in 
their chair and hope to not be called on. A lot of the successof judging Checkered Giants 
.takes placebefore the animalsever getto the table. Attitudeis so important. I think a 
judge will never do a reallygoodjob when they feel put upon by being asked to judge 
Checkered Giants. I once heard a judge, when-asked to judge CheckeredGiants say "1 
don't want anythingto do with those.SOBs, and keep their rabbits away from mytable 
too." The physical setting is probably more important for Checkered Giants than with 
most other-breeds: Asolid, roomy table, good lighting, and enthusiastic help go a long 
way toward spelling success. I tell newjudges thatmarkings are important, but real 
Checkered Giant peoplewant to hear abouttype, so start your comments on type. 
The most commonmistakes I see judges makeare dwellingon little things, and giving 
too much credenceto size. We, as judges, are not supposed to have an opinion; we are 
supposed to apply the Standard. I have often seen an inferior sixteen pounddoe beat a 
much better twelvepound doe,just because of the larger size. Iftwo animals are truly 
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equal, then the larger animal should go to the head of the class. As a breeder, I like some 
size, but as a judge I need to follow the Standard. 

Some things I have noticed aboutour breed: We havereallygood people in Checkered 
Giants, maybe not as many characters, but good rabbit people; seniorbucksdo not seem 
to be as big and masculine as theywere a fewyears back; and the blue color has gotten 
lighter. I hear somepeople say the breeddoes not haveas many reallyexceptional 
animals as there were in the past. I believethat in part that this is due to the tact that we 
have moreuniformity and strength fromthe top to the bottom ofclasses. WhenI judged 
in Fort Worth, there were onlythree or four animals out of over two hundred that should 
not havebeen there. I havenoticed morepoor cheek spotsand eye circlesthan in the 
past, hut better balance on RideK·and less color down the hindlegs, and cleanerat the ear 
base. 

I thinkwe need to remember Checkered Giants are a verychallenging breed, but the 
opportunity for reward is greaterthan with most breeds. The best Checkered Giant I ever 
actually sawwas Halseys' GEIO. Everytime I look in the nest box at a new litter, I hope 
for a GEIO. I think this is what we haveto hang our hats on, and use it as a motivation 
for raising the Rabbit Beautiful. 

GeorgeGermaine 


