


equal, then the larger animal should go to the head of the class. As a breeder, I like some
size, but as a judge I need to follow the Standard.

Some things I have noticed about our breed: We have really good people in Checkered
Giants, maybe not as many characters, but good rabbit people; senior bucks do not seem
to be as big and masculine as they were a few years back; and the blue color has gotten
lighter. I hear some people say the breed does not have as many really exceptional
animals as there were in the past. I believe that in part that this is due to the fact that we
have more uniformity and strength from the top to the bottom of classes. When I judged
in Fort Worth, there were only three or four animals out of over two hundred that should
not have been there. I have noticed more poor cheek spots and eye circles than in the
past, but better balance on sides-and less color down the hind legs, and cleaner at the ear
base.

I think we need to remember Checkered Giants are a very challenging breed, but the
oppeortunity for reward is greater than with most breeds. The best Checkered Giant I ever
actually saw was Halseys’ GE10. Every time I look in the nest box at a new litter, I hope
for a GE10. I think this is what we have to hang our hats on, and use it as 2 motivation
for raising the Rabbit Beautiful.

George Germaine



